L
From page A1l
Rocha finished third and Dias

placed first. Dias’ entry, in fact,
crept up the test strip about 9
feet and stopped just inches
from the target mark to a roar of
applause for onlookers. Mouse-
trap cars, for that competition,
are graded for distance and
accuracy. Many of the entries
simply stood still once tripped.
Some even rolled backward. One
car flipped over while another
stopped halfway across the start
line. Students and onlookers
quickly got the idea that to have
a mousetrap car move at all is an
accomplishment, let alone roll
a calculated distance and then
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brake near a target.
Dias was visibly overjoyedby  _,
her success. g-%g%__} §§g% T%‘? = m
Watsonville High freshman S2 - 5 552 382 275 I
Sara Benavidezand sophomore S 2 2 & © & 20 7 2§ D &
Gabriel Sanchez said they com- 3 & & =S U-Ea e BB 3 ~a g >
peted in the solo math event. gﬁ.;g gg;%%ﬁagzh &
“We were tested on algebra m%ga-._fgt::§§gﬁ§>o (g°)
II and some trigonometry,” Be- EESEQO%Q al;%g =
navidezsaid. “It was a50-minute 3 g-'.':q:?';-:_- %’;aﬁgggcﬁ p—q
test. I think I did all right.” 558425 F952EEC B Te
Pajaro Valley High physics - 2 02 o d&< &8 M
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instructor Don Freitassaidfour 3 5 £ 28 X =8 -y
students from his school were 8 p.& 5 = < g‘é gz m
taking part in MESA Day. cR =2 SERZ3
“Some of our students love = 5 8 BE8 S 5 EEF m
these events and theycan'twait ~~ ~ ~ ~ R =
ABOVE: to just sink their teeth into the ap2Emy E8Q88TE
Watsonville  projects — it’s really encourag- g 3 §, g 3 e_"z} Qe § % = ﬂ
High ing,” he said. EESPEE3 2L 000
St Watsonville HighseniorFrank | & 32 % g B2 R 8 & >
Sara Torres said he entered the balsa Qﬂg&o Q%mg;‘gggg =
A wood stick bridge competition. | =2 2T E< 3 X zT 2 E .
B.ena\”dez “It took about three weeksto | Z Z = o H2 & 5 | B & 5
(right) and  puild” he said. “It's a challenge; | 2 & 5 "“.%'-‘E—% SESE %g; .
Gabriela you have to get all the angles §' cBEgog % 2= S
Sanchez right. No matter whatyouthink, &7 5 —2%2 5% 2 Bg 5
control an younever know what's goingto ' & © =& 8 5 _:"'-:' BEE3<¥ gz ::
underwater  happen when ”they put pressure g == agtidy g g‘ = k=3 B g &
robot at on the bridze. . ?vﬁoé’zw' BEGao
the MESA The goal of MESA Day is to g;gﬁgz‘g §$:c§
provide an opportunity forstu- 2 3F S Z 557, R2o8EF

event.
BELOW:
Pajaro
Valley High
freshman
Adrian
Rocha

mouse trap
car.

Tarmo Hannula

launches his

Register-Pajaronian

dents to apply mathematics, sci-
ence and engineering principles
to individual and team academic
contests, encourage students to

explore attending college, build

self-esteem, and expose students
to cutting-edge technology and a
college campus and faculty.
Finalists in the 22 MES/
contests across California will
now move on to finals in San
Luis Obispo and then on to a
national competition.
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